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Work in gesso done by pupils of the 


h School 


Jamestown Hig 


Jamestown Pupils Apply Gesso in Attractive Designs 


problems in applied design 
in which gesso has been utilized to good advan- 
carried out in a class in ad- 
Jamestown High School 
Every 


Some interesting 
tage have been 
vanced design in the 
under the direction of Pearl C. Parker. 
pupil in the class is represented in the accom- 
panying photograph by at least one piece of 
work. 

The class has applied gesso to five different 
wood, tin, glass, clay and celluloid. 
The pupils furnished their own articles to be 


materials: 


decorated and variety in these was sought. For 
the wood problems some worked on candle- 
sticks, some on 
decorated a 
made by her father. 


picture frames and one girl 


plaque designed by herself and 
For the tin problem they 
decorated round tin boxes purchased at a ten 
cent store. 

The process of gessoing a tin box and in 
general the method used for decorating other 
materials was as follows. First some time was 
spent in making designs with a combination of 
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masses, lines and dots and of a character not 


too delicate for technic. These were 


gesso 
made in charcoal so as to give a mass effect. 
Free use was made of illustrative material avail- 
able in library books on design and in maga- 
inspiration only. 


After the 


zines. This use was for 


None of the designs was copied 
design was approved it was transferred to the 
box top by means of carbon paper. It was 
then treated to a coat of white shellac in order 
to make the gesso stick. Next the gesso was 


dripped on with a small brush, keeping the 
brush full, and the gesso thin enough to drip 
easily. This process was repeated several times 


so that the design stood out in low relief. 
\fter the 
gasoline wash was applied, sometimes with the 
This was done to 


Last of all came 


decoration was thoroughly dry a 
addition of a little oil color. 
make the gesso permanent. 
the finish. If a brilliant 
shellac was used and if a dull finish, a light 


finish was desired, 
tan shoe polish was applied and polished off. 
In case the article was to be gessoed all over, 
as a candlestick, the gesso was dabbled on 
brush so as to give a 


thickly with a bristle 


rough surface. The design was then dripped 


on this surface. The next process might be a 
gasoline wash followed by one of the finishes 
described for the tin box or it might be the 
application of a thin coat of metallic powder, 
silver, gold or other colors mixed with bronzing 
liquid. Some interesting color schemes were 
worked out by this method, for example, gold 
on blue, silver on green and sometimes varie- 
gated gold, silver, blue and rose lustres on a 
black gesso background. 

Miss Parker states that she has never taught 
any work that has brought a more enthusiastic 


response from the pupils. 


Summer Courses for Teachers 
Interested in Better Speech 


Dr Frederick Martin of the Martin Institute 
for Speech Defects, has recently announced a 
teachers at Ithaca. Two 
10 weeks to begin 


summer course for 
courses are offered, one of 
on June Ist, another of 8 weeks to begin on 
June 29th. For many years Doctor Martin has 


been one of the leading teachers in this country 


in speech improvement. 


THE STATE OF 





NEW YORK 


Physical Ability Test 
Will Begin April 18th 


The statewide physical ability test conducted 
by the Physical Education Bureau of the De- 
partment for the past 5 years will be held this 
year under the same rules as governed it during 
1924. The test will open April 18th and con- 
tinue until May 23d. 

All boys and girls from the seventh grade 
through the high school are tested in three 
events and scored by a definite scoring system. 
The results of the best 80 per cent in each 
school are computed and returns are made to 
the Department for comparison. 

Individuals who score an average of 50 per 
in each event become entitled to wear a 
Pupils who 


cent 
copyrighted state bronze emblem 
score 75 per cent or more in each event are 
entitled to a Those scoring 
100 points in each event are permitted to wear 
a gold badge. There are special awards to 
individuals who have won emblems 3 successive 


silver emblem. 


years. 

This year an additional award will be made 
to any boy or girl who shows an honor record 
for the 6 years of the test. Those entitled to 
this award will be very few as it will be con- 
fined to fourth year high school pupils who 
have been in school continuously for the 6 years. 


—_0——_- 


Health Education Conference 
Will Be Held in Chicago 


At the invitation of the University of 
Chicago, the fourth annual working conference 
in health education is to be held June 22d to 
26th inclusive at Chicago, Ill. This conference 
is called by the health education division of the 
\merican Child Health Association and will be 
limited to 150 participants. 

The conference discussion will center around 
“The Training of For Health Edu- 
Consideration will be given not only 


Teachers 
cation.” 
to the health programs in teacher training in- 
stitutions but also to the extension courses in 
health education for teachers in service. The 
health program of secondary schools in its rela- 
tion to the teacher training problem will be 
discussed. 

Registration for the conference must be made 
by June Ist with Emma Dolfinger, 370 Seventh 
avenue, New York City. 
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Syracuse University Aids 
Girls’ Part-Time School 
Syracuse University is believed to be the only 
higher institution in the country that maintains 
a connection with a part-time school system. 
Since January 1924 the College of Home Eco- 
nomics of the university, in charge of Dean 
Florence E. S. Knapp, New York State Secre- 
tary of State, has carried on in the department 
of foods and homemaking an extension course 
for employed girls between the ages of 14 and 
17 years. The course includes the selection, 
preparation and serving of foods, with practice 
meals being given, the use of notebooks for lec- 
and practical demonstrations at each 
lesson. It concludes with a formal dinner at 
the end of the semester to which pupils are 
given the privilege of inviting guests. The 
course has afforded an opportunity to the senior 
students for practice teaching in homemaking 
Two students have 


complete charge of the classes for a definite 


tures 


in the part-time school. 


period of lessons. 

At first ten girls, carefully chosen from the 
part-time school, were admitted to a university 
evening class in foods. So earnest and atten- 
tive were the girls and so successful was the 
experiment that last fall the privilege was ex- 
instead of ten, and 


tended to twenty girls 


recently further developments have been an- 
nounced by Dean Knapp. 
in clothing and design, as well as another in 


These are: a class 
foods, on Saturday afternoon; continuation of 
the evening class; and 
scholarship in the college, leading to the degree 


establishment of a 
of bachelor of science in home economics, to 
the member of the continuation 
who shows the greatest proficiency in her work. 


schoe y class 


High School Principals 
Named in New York City 


The New York City board of education has 
confirmed the nominations of Henry E. Hein 
and A. Mortimer Clark as principals, re- 
spectively, of the James Monroe and James 
Madison High Schools. Doctor Hein has been 
principal of Public School 40 of the Bronx and 
lecturer on education in the extension depart- 
ment of Fordham University. Mr Clark has 
been administration assistant at Boys High 
School, Brooklyn. 
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Isaac Newton Failor, 
Mathematician, Is Dead 


Isaac Newton Failor, for con- 
nected with the schools of this State, died April 
Ist in New York City at the age of 74 years. 


He was widely known as a mathematician and 


many years 


was the author of textbooks on geometry. He 
retired from educational work in 1917. 

Mr Failor was a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan 
University in 1875 Before coming to New 


York State he was president of the Rust Nor- 
Institute, Huntsville, Ala., New 
Orleans University After mathe- 
matics at Boys High School, Brooklyn, for 5 


mal and of 


teaching 


years, he became superintendent of schools of 


Richmond Hill in 1897. After the consolida- 
tion of Richmond Hill with Jamaica, he was 
the Hill 


school which he re- 


retained as principal of Richmond 
schools including the high 
to Brooklyn he was 


Bald- 


organized. Before going 


for a time superintendent of schools at 
winsville. 


Frank S. Tisdale Resigns 
as Watertown Superintendent 
Frank S. Tisdale, for 25 years superintendent 
of schools in Watertown, has tendered his resig- 
21, 1925 


Superintendent Tisdale is completing 37 years 


nation effective Augus 


of service as a teacher and superintendent and 


plans to retire from the profession He is a 


graduate of Hamilton College 

General appreciation of his services and re- 
gret at his departure is expressed by the local 
the State 


who praise his administration of school affairs 


press and by schoolmen throughout 


and commend him as an able and industrious 


educator. 


« 2 


Two Teachers Retire 
after Long School Service 

Cornelia DeKay who has been a teacher for 
48 years, 30 years of which were in the Irving- 
ton schools, will retire at the end of the present 
school year. Her resignation has been accepted 
with regret by the board of education. 

At the close of the present school year, Ella 
M. Briggs who has taught in the Oneonta 
schools for 36 years will retire. Appreciation 
of her services and regret at her leaving the 
Oneonta schools have been widely expressed. 








212 THE UNIVERSITY OF 


May lst Is Designated 
as Child Health Day 


The American Child Health Association has 
requested the Governor to give publicity to the 
importance of child health and to call attention 
to the fact that, following the custom estab- 
lished last year, May Day, Friday, May 1, 1925, 
has been designated as Child Health Day. The 
Governor has accordingly issued the following 


statement: 


MAY DAY FOR CHILD HEALTH 


The observance of May Day as Child Health 
Day was inaugurated by the American Child 
Health Association and the widespread interest 
it has aroused is evidenced by the cordial sup- 
port given the movement by the leading civic 
and welfare organizations of the country. 

May Day brings to mind the joys of child- 
hood, festivals in the open, the gathering of 
flowers and a general rejoicing at the spring- 
time evidence of the continuing life and vitality 
in all Nature. It seems very appropriate, there- 
fore, that on this day special thought should be 
given as to what is being accomplished toward 
the up-building of the health and well-being of 
the children of the Nation. Is every child being 
given his birthright of healthy, joyous living ? 
If not, where does the fault l'e and what should 
parents and the community do to insure this to 
him ? 

These are some of the questions to be solved 
by an awakened public conscience and for this 
reason it is well that on May Day, Friday, 
May !, 1925, all agencies that can cooperate 
should join in bringing to the attention of the 
public the salient features of the up-building of 
child health and its conservation. The children 
of today are the citizens of tomorrow and their 
present welfare bears a direct and important 
relation to the future of the State and the 
Nation. With this in mind, it is hoped that 
every legitimate agency, including the press, the 
radio and the motion pictures, may actively co- 
operate to spread the Child Health Day gospel 
to every section of the country. 

Since May Ist will be observed as Arbor Day 
in some places in the State, it has been sug- 
gested that the observance of Child Health Day 
may appropriately be combined with the Arbor 
Day exercises. 

The Physical Education Bureau of the De- 
partment is prepared to assist communities that 
are desirous of conducting May Day festivals 
by supplying on request programs of outdoor 
games and exercises suitable for the occasion. 

a en 


An appropriation of $110,000 was approved at 
a special meeting of voters of Friendship on 
March 23d. The money will be used to build 


an annex to the present high school building. 


THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Examination on June 6th 
for Cornell Scholarships 


Examinations for state scholarships in Cornell 
University will be held on Saturday, June 6th, 
at the various county seats of the State. Each 
assembly district of the State is entitled to one 
of these scholarships. The county is the unit 
for appointment and the candidate or candi- 
dates standing highest in each county are en- 
titled to free tuition for a period of 4 years in 
any of the general courses in Cornell University. 

A candidate must be a legal resident of the 
State, must be at least 16 years of age before 
September 24, 1925, and must show that he has 
attended a common school or academy of this 
State for at least 6 months or that he has been 
in the military or naval service of the United 
States during the year immediately preceding 
the date of the examination. 

Further information regarding the examina- 
tions is given in a pamphlet issued by the Ex- 
aminations and Inspections Division of the 
State Department of Education. 


Doctor Fosdick Honored 


on Birthday Anniversary 

Dr Frank S. Fosdick, principal of the Masten 
Park High School, Buffalo, received glowing 
tribute for his 50 years of service in training 
children, at a banquet attended by 1000 persons 
in the Hotel Statler ballroom on March 14th. 
The occasion was the 74th birthday anniversary 
of Doctor Fosdick. 

David Lawrence, political writer, of the class 
of 1905 of the Masten Park High School, was 
toastmaster. The speakers included Superin- 
tendent of Schools Ernest C. Hartwell, Doctor 
Fosdick’s sons, Dr Raymond B. Fosdick and 
Harry E. Fosdick. 


en 


School Editors Meet 


at Columbia University 

At the invitation of the School of Journalism 
of Columbia University, 300 delegates repre- 
senting 100 towns and 170 high school publica- 
tions east of the Mississippi river met in New 
York City on March 13th. 
given by newspaper experts and sectional meet- 


Addresses were 


ings were held under the direction of 
fessors of the Columbia School of Journalism 


pro- 


and newspaper and magazine men of New York 
City. It to publish an official 
organ of the association 8 times a year. 


was decided 
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Lafayette High School of Buffalo Wins Basketball Meet 


Lafayette High School of Buffalo won the 
state championship in basketball in the Arch- 
bold Gymnasium, Syracuse University, in the 
fourth annual tournament held on March 26th, 
27th and 28th by the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association. This is the 
second year that Lafayette High 
School has captured state honors in this sport. 
The eight teams that played in the Syracuse 
meet, representing the eight sections of the 
State, were considered by those who have ob- 
served all previous tournaments to form the 
Not one of the 
weak team. 


successive 


best group that has competed. 
sections was by a 
Every game was interesting, hard fought and 
The work of the officials was 
excellent throughout. The sportsmanship of 
the boys was praiseworthy at all times. There 
were no disagreeable incidents, no arguments, 


represented 


cleanly played. 


no accidents. 

On the first night of the competition four 
games were played. The draw to determine 
how the teams would line up was made by 
Governor Alfred E. Smith and Lieutenant 
Governor Seymour Lowman. Albany High 
School in section 3 and Lafayette High School 
in section 7 met in the first game and although 
the Albany boys gave a good account of them- 
selves, they were outplayed by the Buffalo team. 
The final score was Lafayette High School, 35; 
Albany High School, 19. 

The second game brought together Franklin 
Academy of Malone, section 8, and Elmira high 
schools, section 4. This game was so closely 
played that at the end of the second period the 
score was tied at 21 points. In the extra five- 
minute period the Malone team scored 8 points 
while Elmira made 2 points. 

The third game High 
School of section 1 and Syracuse Central High 
School of section 5 resulted in a rather easy 
victory for Patchogue, the final score being 
21 to 16. 

The game regarded as the best of the open- 
ing round was that between East High School 
of Rochester, section 6, and Mount Vernon 
High School, section 2. The score of 23 to 19 
shows the closeness of the play. 


between Patchogue 


In the semifinals on Friday evening Lafayette 
High School of Buffalo ran away with the 
Malone boys during the first half, the score 


being 15 to 3. In the second half the fighting 


representatives of the North held the Buffalo 
team scoreless throughout the third quarter and 
scored 2 points more than their opponents for 
the half period. The final score was Lafayette 
High School, 22; Franklin Academy, 12. 

The Mount 
very similar to the Mount Vernon-East High 


Vernon-Patchogue game was 


School game in its speed. The passing of the 
Patchogue team gave it an early lead and the 
defense work throughout was rated as the best 
The final score 
15. 


exhibition of the tournament. 


was Patchogue, 24; Mount Vernon, 
The final High 


School and Lafayette High School, thrilled the 


game, between Patchogue 


capacity crowd. Point for point, basket for 
basket, the first half was played, the score being 
8 to 7 in favor of Lafayette. In the third 


quarter the Buffalo boys by a burst of speed 


attaued a lead of 9 points. In the last quarter 


the Patchogue team scored 7 points to its 
opponents’ 4 points, but could not overcome the 
lead. The final score was Lafayette High 


School, 22; Patchogue High School, 16. 
Lafayette High School supporters to the num- 
ber of 600 or 700 gave an exhibition of organ- 
ized cheering that was an example to many of 
the visiting The of the 
school, Calvert K. Mellon, twenty-three 
members of his faculty, were present. 


schools. principal 


and 


The manner in which the boys and girls con- 
ducted themselves was as creditable as the per- 
formance of the players on the floor. Syra- 
cuse citizens and newspapers were loud in their 
praise of the splendid conduct of all the pupils 
at the tournament. 

An innovation this year was the foul shooting 
contest held on the afternoon of the second day 
Each team was represented by three boys. Cen- 
tral High School of Syracuse with a score of 
55 out of a possible 75 won first honors. Al 
bany High School was second with a score of 
49 points. Patchogue High School and East 
High School of Rochester were tied for third 
place with 44 points each. Individual honors 
went to Davis of Central High School, Syra- 
cuse. Shapiro of East High School, Rochester, 
and Davis were tied at the end of the competi- 
tion, each having made 20 goals in 25 attempts 
In the playoff Davis scored 14 goals in 15 shots, 
while Shapiro made 12 in 15 shots. This con- 
test will probably be extended next season and 


(Concluded on page 218) 
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Employers Are Favorable toward the Part-Time School 





Elementary apprentices making pottery ware 


The selection and training of young persons 
for useful employment in the trades and in in- 
dustrial and commercial occupations have always 
been matters of great interest to the employers 
of the State. When compulsory part-time or 
continuation schools for employed children be- 
tween the ages of 14 and 18 were first started 
in New York in 1920 it was generally acknowl- 
edged that upon the attitude of 
would depend in large measure the success or 
failure of the program. While it was certain 
that nearly all employers regarded with favor 
some form of apprenticeship which combined 
practical training on the job with related in- 


employers 


struction given either by the public schools or 
under private auspices, it was not at all certain 
that they would support a plan of education 
which required that their young workers attend 
school for at least one-half of a working day 
each week. 

The present attitude of employers regarding 
part-time schools seems to be altogether favor- 


able. This is evidenced by their public state- 





J 


by casting and pressing 


ments and by the interest which they have 
shown in the development of private part-time 
schools. The Associated Industries of New 
York State, Inc., through its committee on edu- 
cation of which W. M. Nelson of the General 
Electric Company is chairman, in a recently 
published report declares that it favors “com- 
pulsory part-time or continuation school educa- 
tion for employed minors as now required by 
law.” 

Private part-time schools have been estab- 
lished this year by the Layman-Berkwitz Com- 
pany of Newburgh, the National City Bank of 
New York and the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company of New York. 

One of the first schools to be established was 
that of the Onondaga Pottery Company of 
Syracuse. This school has now been in opera- 
tion 2 years and has been highly successful. 
The report for the first 2 years, which has 
just been issued, shows that thirty-four boys 
have completed the special training which is 
provided and are now working at the pottery 
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trade. The school is maintained entirely at the 
expense of the Onondaga Pottery Company and 
is conducted in a manner satisfactory to the 
Education Department Instruction is pro- 
vided in mathematics, English, civics, hygiene 
and in the practical work of the potter's trade 
The general subjects are taught by teachers 
from the Syracuse Continuation School and the 
vocational subjects are taught by experienced 
trade workers. Boys who have completed this 
part-time school course which is called an ele- 
mentary training course and who are 18 years 
of age may enter the advanced apprentice train- 
ing course which provides instruction in related 
subjects for 454 hours each week and training 
in the pottery trades for 45 hours a week. This 
school is an illustration of a form of vocational 
education which the State is desirous of en- 
couraging. 

In the picture is shown the second type of 
shopwork which the elementary apprentice 
learns, the first being jiggering. The appren- 
tice in the foreground is trimming the top of 
a small cream pitcher while it is still in the 
mold in which it was cast. The clay for this 
type of work is in liquid form called clay slip. 
The plaster of Paris of the mold absorbs enough 
moisture from the liquid clay to leave a thin 
shell of the desired form within the mold. The 
pitchers on the bench show the ware after it 
has been removed from the mold. The appren- 
tices in the center of the picture are pressing 
small baking dishes. The first boy is com- 
pleting the making of a dish and the boy in the 
background has just completed a flat piece of 
clay, or bat, preparatory to throwing it upon 
the mold. Some of the completed dishes as 
taken from the mold are shown on the bench. 
The making of handmade ware of this type 
requires considerable manual skill which is 
acquired through long experience. 





oman) 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 
Teachers’ conferences, first district of Albany 
county, Delmar, April 17; Ravena, April 20; 
first district of Columbia county, Canaan, 
April 24; first district of Montgomery county, 
Canajoharie, April 20; first and second dis- 
tricts of Nassau county, Hempstead, May 1; 
second district of Suffolk county, Bellport, 
May 1; Port Jefferson, May 4; Central Islip, 
May 8; first district of Westchester county, 
Rye, May 15. 





THE SCHOOLS 


Department Will Study 
Health of Jamestown Pupils 


Commencing April 20th, a survey of the eyes, 
ears, noses and throats of the 8000 school chil- 
dren in Jamestown is to be made by Dr Emil, 
A. Pratt, the Eye and Ear Specialist of the 
Medical Inspection Bureau 

This will be a survey by the State Depart- 
ment of Education assisted by the National 
Committee for the Prevention of Blindness 
The cooperation of the New York State Com- 
mission for the Blind has also been secured 

It is proposed to use the results of this sur 
vey as an indicator for the following 

1 The amount of defective vision etc. exist 
ing ina school population of 8000 children 

2 What percentage of this can be corrected 

3 What percentage of children should be 
given specialized education 

4+ What percentage is being added yearly to 
the expenses of the board of education due to 
retardation of school children in which defective 
vision is a contributing factor 

5 Who should make the yearly examination 
of the eyes of the school children 

The board of education of Jamestown showed 
its willingness to cooperate from the start it 
is hoped that this survey will be of value to 
the State Department of Education for us« 
throughout the State in its medical inspection 
work dealing with eye, ear, nose and throat 
conditions of the school children 


Court of Appeals 
Affirms Salary Law Decision 
The Court of 
affirmed the order of the Appellate Division of 


Appeals has unanimously 
the Supreme Court, which affirmed the ordet 
of Justice Edgcomb at Special Term, denying 
the application of Edith E. Armitage for an 
order of mandamus compelling the board of 
education of the city of Auburn to increase her 
salary. It was her contention that since sh 
had been in the service of the Auburn schools 
for more than 8 years, she was entitled to eight 
annual increments of $75 each in addition to her 
minimum salary, thus making her salary $1600 
instead of $1475. The courts have held that 
the legislation providing for minimum salaries 
for teachers beginning in 1919 was not to be 


given a retroactive effect. 
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Annual School Meeting 


The annual school meeting in every common 
school district and in most of the union free 
school districts will be held this year on the 
evening of Tuesday, May 5th, at 7.30 o'clock. 
At the meeting the trustee, collector and treas- 
urer should render their reports covering the 
year from the date of the last annual meeting, 
the trustee should present his estimate of the 
expenses for the coming year, and the meeting 
should vote a budget and elect district officers. 

The members of this Department have re- 
peatedly urged a full attendance at the annual 
school meeting and have emphasized the im- 
portance of selecting proper school district offi- 
cers. The election of a competent trustee is 
of the utmost importance. Everyone has a 
feeling of pride in the maintenance of a good 
school. This feeling may be justified by the 
employment of a capable teacher and since the 
trustee employs the teacher it is the duty of 
voters to elect as trustee the man or woman 
who is best fitted, not only to select the teacher 
but also to give the teacher the proper support 
and encouragement throughout the school year. 

The order of business at the annual meeting 
of a common school district is as follows: 

1 The trustee will call the meeting to order. 
In the absence of the trustee, the district clerk 
will perform this duty. 

2 The meeting will elect a chairman. The 
district clerk, if present, acts as clerk of the 
meeting. If the clerk is not present, a clerk 
of the meeting should be elected. 

3 The reports of the trustee, collector and 
treasurer should be received and acted upon. 

4 The trustee should present the budget for 
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the coming year which is to be considered and 
voted on by ballot. 

5 The meeting should proceed with the elec- 
tion of district officers by ballot. Two in- 
spectors of election should be chosen and a 
ballot box provided. A poll list must be kept 
by the clerk. 

6 Any other business of the district should 
be given consideration 

In contracting districts a vote should be taken 
to authorize the trustee to contract and also to 
provide transportation for pupils where they 
live too far from the schoolhouse to walk. 

In all districts in which an approved academic 
department is not maintained the district meet- 
ing should designate the academic school for 
the attendance of the pupils who have completed 
the work of the elementary grades 

In union free school districts the order of 
business is practically the same except that 
there is no election of a clerk, collector or 
treasurer. 

At all meetings every effort should be made 
for harmony. The annual meeting is a poor 
place for petty politics or the payment of a 
grudge. A district divided against itself is 
not likely to prosper and the principal sufferers 
are the noncombatant children. The combina- 
tion of a school building that is neat and at- 
tractive with a teacher who is competent and 
interested in her work will go far to provide 
a good school which is the best asset that any 
community can have. 

IRWIN EsMonD 


——_o——_ 


Teachers Training Classes 

There are seventy-one teachers training 
classes in the State this school year. These 
classes are in excellent condition and the recent 
graduates are rendering very effective service in 
the more remote rural schools 

The number of students who have been ad- 
mitted to these classes this year is 1260 of 
which number 1159 are young women and 101 
are young men. The percentage of men regis- 
tered in the training classes is much higher than 
the percentage of men registered in the state 
normal schools. 

The training classes are stronger than ever 
before. The requirements for admission are 
the same as for admission to the state normal 
schools, namely, either graduation from an ap- 
proved four-year high school course with satis- 
r the holder of a 


factory scholarship record « 
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Regents academic diploma. In other words, 
the course in these training classes represents 1 
full year of professional study following high 
school graduation. 

The average number of students in each of 
these training classes is nearly eighteen. The 
instruction that is provided is of high profes- 
sional grade, the instructors in charge of these 
classes having been selected solely on the basis 
of their professional training and experience. 
In connection with the work of each training 
class definite observation and practice teaching 
is carried on in one or more typical rural schools 
in the locality. 

The larger state apportionments that have 
been available during the past year or two for 
the professional work in the teachers training 
classes is yielding a large return to hundreds of 
the more remote schools of the State. An im- 
portant factor in the development of this work 
has been the elimination by the State of several 
cheaper forms of certification which made it 
possible for recent high school graduates to go 
directly into the teaching service in rural schools 


after having had only 6 weeks in summer 
courses. These short courses and cheaper 
forms of certification have been eliminated. 


The minimum qualification for entering upon 
the teaching service in the rural schools of the 
State is now 1 full year of professional train- 
ing beyond high school graduation. It is be- 
lieved with larger appropriations for this work, 
continued constructive supervision of these pro- 
fessional courses will make the work of the 
training classes even stronger the coming school 
year. Many new applications for the estab- 
lishment of training classes are being received. 
These will be considered solely on their merits 
based upon the opportunities which the different 
communities may offer for the best development 
of this part of our teacher training program. 
Georce M. WILEY 
a 


Qualifications Announced 
for Special Class Teachers 

Qualifications for the approval of special 
class teachers (subnormal groups) for the pur- 
pose of apportionment under the provisions of 
the Education Law have recently been an- 
nounced by the Department. 

For the school year 1925-26 a teacher must 


1 Hold a diploma from a New York State 
normal school or its equivalent, the course for 
which included work in the field of special class 
supervision and instruction, or 
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2 Hold a license valid to teach in the ele- 
mentary grades in this State and have had in 
addition at least 2 summer courses of not less 
than 6 weeks’ work each in an approved institu- 
tion, such courses to have covered not less than 
12 semester hours’ work in the field of special 
class supervision and instruction, or 

3 Hold a license valid in the elementary 
grades in this State, have had not less than 2 
years of successful experience as special class 
instructor and in addition have had at least 6 
weeks’ summer work in approved institutions 
covering not less than 6 semester hours of work 
in this special field. A third year of teaching 
experience will be accepted in lieu of this pro- 
fessional training. 

Beginning with the school year opening Sep- 
tember 1926 the last sentence of paragraph 3 
will be eliminated. This will mean that be- 
ginning with September 1926 approval for state 
aid for special class teachers will not be granted 
on the basis of experience alone. 

For the present school year 
teachers must be approved for such teaching 
service if the local school authorities expect to 
receive the special apportionment available for 
Announcement regarding the 


special class 


such service. 


conditions under which such teachers are ap- 
proved for the current school year was sent to 
all superintendents of the State in January 1924. 
Such applications can not be delayed if the 
local school authorities expect such apportion- 
ment for special class teaching service for the 
current year. 


—_ o0—_ 


Slides on Spain and Dairy Cattle 

The Visual 
two new catalogs of slides. 

List 46, Spain and Portugal, is a 32-page 
pamphlet announcing 382 titles of slides on 
Spain arranged alphabetically by place and also 
This collection as a whole 


Instruction Division announces 


by significant topics. 
is very attractive and offers excellent teaching 
aids for geography, history and art. Teachers 
of Spanish language and literature are advised 
to become familiar with it. 

There are forty-nine slides on Portugal in- 
cluding the Azores and Madeira islands. 

Study 54, Improvement of the Dairy Herd, 
is a somewhat technical treatment of a subject 
of special interest to schools of agriculture, 
farm bureau directors and dairymen. By means 
of fifty-six slides the following topics are de- 
veloped: herds, pastures and buildings, feed- 
ing and management, breeding, cow testing, dis- 
tribution of dairy cattle by counties, yield of 
butter fat by breeds, National Dairy Associa- 
tion, dairy and beef conformations, individual 
breeds and their characteristics. 
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Department Will Conduct 
Experimental Examinations 

The Board of Regents has accepted a grant 
of $5000 from the Carnegie Corporation to 
carry on experimental tests in the Regents ex- 
aminations for June 1925 in the fields of modern 
foreign languages and physics. The tests to 
be used are based on studies in the testing of 
achievement made by Dr Ben D. Wood of 
Columbia University. 

In the preparation of this material the De- 
partment supervisors in charge of modern lan- 
guages and of science and the question com- 
mittees of the State Examinations Board in 
these fields have acted in an advisory capacity. 
The tests will be given under the general super- 
vision of Dr Avery W. Skinner, Director of 
the Examinations and Inspections Division. 
The rating of the tests and the statistical in- 
terpretation of results will be under the im- 
mediate charge of Dr Warren W. Coxe, Chief 
of the Educational Measurements Bureau of 
this Department, and Dr Ben D. Wood of 
Columbia University. 

This survey of achievement will be confined 
to the following subjects: Spanish two years, 
three years and four years; French two years, 
three years and four years; German two years, 
three years and four years; physics. The 
Regents examination in each of these subjects 
will consist of two parts as follows: the first 
half will be the usual type of examination made 
by the committees of the State Examinations 
Board and will cover one and a half hours of 
the three-hour period. The second half will be 
an objective and comprehensive examination of 
the new form containing true-false questions 
and questions of the recognition and completion 
type. 

The purposes of this survey are mainly ex- 
ploratory and the results will be used to de- 
termine (1) the significance and reliability of 
the new objective forms of examination and 
2) the cost of preparing, editing, printing and 
rating these papers in comparison with the usual 
type of examination paper. 

A circular letter with respect to the pro- 
cedure in conducting this experiment will be 
sent to the schools on or before the first day of 
May. This will contain material which will 
illustrate the new type of questions and will 
give specific directions with respect to rating 


these papers. In addition to this experiment 


the Examinations and Inspections Division ex- 
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pects to offer papers in elementary algebra and 
in English three years which will admit of more 
objective and more rapid rating. The schools 
will also be advised of the character of these 
papers. 
——— 

Lafayette High School 

Wins Basketball Meet 

(Concluded from page 213) 

made a part of each of the sectional tourna- 
ments. 

The central committee of the New York 
State Public High School Athletic Association 
benefited financially from the basketball tourna- 
ment sufficiently to enable it to pay off all de- 
ficits occasioned by the state skating champion- 
ships and the state swimming championships. 
All traveling expenses of the teams coming to 
Syracuse and all traveling expenses of the boys 
who attended the skating and swimming cham- 
pionships were paid. 

The track and field championships will be 
held at Ithaca on June 5th, to be preceded by a 
meeting of the central committee on June 6th. 

Reports from the subcommittees in charge of 
cross country, swimming, skating, track and 
field, and basketball for next year will be 
considered at this meeting, and a budget will 
be prepared alloting to each committee its share 
of the funds derived from the membership dues 
and receipts from tournaments. A new com- 
mittee has been authorized to consider the estab- 
lishment of a tournament in tennis. It is 
planned to hold this the latter part of Septem- 
ber and to divide the State into eight sections 
for preliminary tournaments. 

Two hundred seventy high schools are now 
members of the association. A_ satisfactory 
working out of the uniform eligibility rules 
together with the requirement that all members 
use these same rules in scheduling contests with 
all opponents during the coming year is re- 


ported. 
— 


Archeologist Appointed 

Noah T. Clarke has been appointed State 
Archeologist to succeed Arthur C. Parker who 
recently resigned. Mr Clarke has been con- 
nected with the State Museum since December 
1, 1912. His professional training was re- 
ceived at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
at Columbia University. He has also served 
at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City. 





- a 
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Court Orders Trustee To Pay Tuition Claim 


Supreme Court Justice Leon C. Rhodes has 
just rendered a decision granting the applica- 
tion of the board of education of the city of 
Oneida for a peremptory order of mandamus 
against Willis Tuttle, as trustee of School Dis- 
trict 4 of the town of Lincoln, Madison county, 
requiring him to pay immediately a claim of 
the board of education of the city of Oneida for 
the tuition of certain academic pupils residing 
in District 4 of the town of Lincoln who at- 
tended the high school in the city of Oneida 
during the school year 1922-23. This case has 
been watched with interest by many rural dis- 
tricts in which there has been opposition on the 
part of trustees to the payment of tuition 
charged by cities and union free school districts 
for instruction of pupils in the academic de- 
partments. 

District 4 of the town of Lincoln is a com- 
mon school district in which no academic in- 
struction is given. In the school year 1922-23 
there were six pupils of academic grade who 
attended the Oneida High School pursuant to a 
designation made by the district superintendent 
of schools under the provisions of the academic 
tuition law as amended in 1921. A claim for 
tuition charged in excess of the state tuition was 
presented by the Oneida board of education to 
the trustees of District 4. A meeting of the 
voters of the district was called for the purpose 
of taking action on the claim and the meeting 
voted that the claim should not be paid. There- 
upon the trustee refused to pay it and an appeal 
was taken to the Commissioner of Education by 
the superintendent of schools of the city of 
Oneida. A decision was rendered by the Com- 
missioner, directing payment out of any district 
moneys that were available and in case there 
were no moneys available to raise the amount 
by tax on the property of the district. Upon 
failure of the trustee to take any action he was 
removed frem office by the Commissioner and 
the public moneys were withheld from the dis- 
trict. The trustee’s successor in office also 
failed to pay and thereupon the board of edu- 
cation of the city of Oneida brought this pro- 
ceeding in court to compel payment by man- 
damus order. 

Justice Rhodes has written an exhaustive 
opinion in which he holds that the superin- 
tendent of schools of the city of Oneida had 
the right to appeal to the Commissioner of 


Education and that upon such appeal the Com- 
missioner had authority to consider not only the 
facts stated in the petition but also all facts 
that were before the Commissioner at the time 
He holds that the 
exercise of authority by the Commissioner in 


the decision was rendered. 


directing the levy and collection of the tax for 
the purpose of paying the tuition claim was not 
unconstitutional but was within the power of 
the Commissioner granted under and pursuant 
He holds that under 
the Constitution and statutes of the State edu- 


to the Education Law. 


cation is of statewide and public concern and 
that money devoted thereto is applied to a public 
use as fully as expenditures for the construction 
and improvement of streets and highways and 
that the Legislature had authority to compel 
the payment of this tuition by the school dis- 
trict and that the statute conferring this au- 
thority is constitutional. 

This decision clears up many points that have 
heretofore been in dispute between cities and 
union free school districts on the one hand and 
the rural school districts on the other hand as to 
payment of the excess tuition charged for the 
instruction of academic pupils. The constitu- 
tionality of the law is upheld as is also the 
power of the Commissioner of Education to 
direct the payment of the tuition and the levy 
of a tax for same. 


—_——_ = 


School Pageant Will Tell 
History of Rochester 
“The Keepers of the Western Door, a Tale 
of Rochester, Yesterday, Today and To- 
morrow,” is the title of a pageant to be pre- 
sented at Madison Junior High School, 
Rochester, on May 12th, 14th and 15th. The 
pageant is the unfolding of Rochester’s history, 
achievement and dreams through story, song 
and dance. There will be ten episodes begin- 
ning with the Senecas, the first keepers of the 
Western Door; then showing Colonel Rochester 
and his friends and other personages im 
Rochesterville; then the school of 1845. The 
stirring days in Rochester during the Civil 
War will be reproduced and also the social 


activities of 1875. The last episode will have 


to do with Rochester of the future. 
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Recent Books on Education 


Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State 


Library 

Barber, H. C. 

mathematics. Bost. 
$1.60 


The first book to present an interpretation of the 
report of the National Committee on the Teaching of 
Mathematics in Grades 7, 8 and 9, It considers 
improvement in the content and the teaching of arith 
metic, algebra and geometry in these grades and 
presents material which has been used “eiiectiedly, 
not only in defining the ‘ new mathematics ” but also 
in giving practical assistance in putting it into suc 
cessful operation. 


Teaching junior high school 
Houghton. 1924. 


The Child: his nature and his needs. Valpa- 
raiso, Ind. The Children’s 
1924. $1 


Briefly “stated the Children’s Foundation has for 
its object the study of the child and the dissemina 
tion of knowledge promotive of the well-being of 
children. It came into existence late in 1921, when 
a charter was granted by the state of Indiana as a 
corporation not for profit and a gift was mace 
= to its trustees for effecting its organization 
and developing its plan of work. 

Conscious of the gap that exists between the 
knowledge developed through scientific observations 
researches, experiments and thoroughly authenticated 
experiences and what is commonly practised or done 
as regards the care, training and growth of children, 
the Children’s Foundation engaged a staff of sixteen 
eminent specialists to survey what the race has s 
far learned about child nature, child well-being and 
child education and to point out how this gap may 
be bridged, whether by individuals, organizations or 
communities in their respective responsibilities. 

The book is divided into three parts: first, “the 
present status of our knowledge of child nature 
second, “ the present st: atus of our knowledge of child 
well being ": third, the “ present status of our knowl 


Foundation. 





edge of education.” The book makes n laim t 
offer to the world new material or to be the result 
of new investigation. It is merely an epitome of 
the common information concerning child life. Ar 


1 


opportunity is given to purc hase the volume for $1 

which is approximately one-half the cost of public 

tion. 
Fryer, Douglas. Vocational self-guidance. 
Phila. Lippincott. 1925. $3 

In this volume, Dr Douglas Fryer of New York 
University, focuses a notable experience in teaching 
young men and women to steer themselves. His 
text is for the educated and intelligent, particularly 
for the college graduate. It is as notable for its 
sanity as for its advanced character. The author is 
no advocate of Success-in-Ten-Lessons and under 
stands the general futility of attempting to prescribe 
a specific career. He proposes to the student the 
means of intelligent self help, sound notions of self 
appraisement, knowledge of the Lp aoe gr of the 
broad classes of profession and a sense of their op 
portunities for service and ceticiestion, He balances 
a theory and practice, applying scientific psychological 
analysis to ground-floor intormation, supplied by men 
who know their business. 


Gesell, Arnold. 
school child. N. Y. 
$3.50 


A psychological outline of normal development 
from birth to the sixth year, including a system of 
development diagnosis. The basis data furnish an 
outline of the psychology of infancy by bringing to 
gether into systematic view cross section behavior 
pictures of the ascending stages of development. 


Mental growth of the pre- 
Macmillan. 1924. 


Vaughn, S. J. & Mays, A. B. 


Williams, J. H. 


Klapper, Paul. Teaching English in ele- 


mentary and junior high schools. N. Y. 
Appleton. 1925. $1.90 

_The 1915 book of Doctor Klapper on the teaching 
of English has been brought up to date and de 
veloped to form the present work. Part 1 deals 
with the expressional aspect of composition, giving 
particular emphasis to the dependence of self-expres 


sion upon clear thinking. A new chapter describing 
and evaluating the methods of measuring progress in 
composition is included in this section. Part 2 on 


the formal aspect of composition, gives directions for 
teaching procedure based on sound psychological and 
educational principles. One feature of this part is 
1 summary of the educational tests thus far devised 
for measuring pupil progress in spelling, in formal 
English and in grammatical uses. 


Lewis, E. E. 
teaching staff. N. Y. 
$2.25 

In this first book to he devoted entirely to per 
scnnel problems of school administration, Doctor 
Lewis has been direct and concrete in his discussions. 
He treats of such matters as these: What shall be 
done with the “home town” girl who though in 
competent has “pull” by which to get into the 
public schools? Shall single women be given pref 
erence over married women? How shall an old and 
experienced but somewhat unprogressive teacher be 
dealt with? What shall a superintende nt do about 
complaints from “ influential ’’ members of the com 
munity? How shall he handle the “ wire puller "? 
Valuable reading for superintendents, principals and 
others connected with school administration. 


Personnel problems of the 
Century. 1924. 


Content and 
methods of the industrial arts. a Bs 
Century. 1924. $2 

The purpose of this book is to aid all teachers who 
in any way come in contact with the industrial edu 
cation field to see more clearly the purpose of shop 


courses in the schools, to understand more completely 
the means and methods by which such purposes can 


be carried out and to appreciate more fully the rela 
tion of industrial work to the general scheme of 
education. The history, technic and administration 


of industrial arts education are here presented by the 
authors on the basis of their extensive practical ex 
perience in the work. 


Graphic methods in edu- 
cation. Bost. Houghton. pai $2 

The book explains the meaning and use of charts 
in education and other forms of = welfare work. 
It shows in a practical way how to prepare charts, 
what instruments are needed, how to plan charts for 
the most effective presentation and how to judge 
charts in the light of approved stz andards of efficiency. 

ractically every chart of graphic presentation ts 
shown. 


Winslow, L. L. Organization and teaching 


of art. Balt. Warwick and York. 1925. 
$1.60 


A clear exposition of the approved methods of art 
teaching, but it also presents a rich fund of informa 
tional content material which is equally useful to 
the trained teacher and to the teacher in process of 
training. The author has assumed that all teachers 
of drawing and allied subjects should possess at 
least an appreciative knowledge of the entire field 
of art education. The subject matter is offered in 
the convenient handbook of ready reference form in 
order that it may be most useful to the elementary 
grade teacher of all subjects as well as to the junior 
and senior high school art teacher in the planning 
and carrying on of daily instruction. 





~~ 


™= 


See ewe err 


i 
; 
| 
¥ 
| 





2 








BULLETIN TO 





THE SCHOOLS 2] 


The Washington Elm 
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On October 27, 1923, the famous elm tree at 
Cambridge, Mass., under which tradition states 
that George Washington took command of the 
American Army on July 3, 1775, collapsed under 
a furious gale. 

In her journal of that date, Dorothy Dudley 
recorded the following description of that im- 
pressive occasion : 

Today he formally took command under one 
of the grand old elms on the common. It was 
a magnificent sight — the majestic figure of the 
General mounted upon his horse beneath the 
wide spreading branches of the patriarch tree; 
the multitude thronging the plain around, and 
the houses filled with interesting spectators, 
while the air rang with shouts of enthusiastic 
welcome as he drew his sword and thus declared 
himself commander in chief of the Continental 
Army 

A century later the memorable scen: was 
celebrated with impressive ceremonies. At that 
time a tablet bearing the following words writ- 
ten by Longfellow was put on the tree: 

Unper Tus TRet 
WASHINGTON 
First Took CoMMAND 
OF THE 
AMERICAN ARMY 
Jury 3p, 1775 








rom picture cotiection 


gton Elin 


For some years the tree, which was estimated 
by foresters to be over 300 years old, was in a 
dying condition. Only the best care of experts 
kept it alive. Dead branches were cut off from 
time to time. On August 13, 1923, Dr C. S 
Sargent, director of the Arnold Arboretum at 
Harvard University, notified Mayor Edward W. 
Quinn of Cambridge that it was dead. Three 
feet from the ground its circumference was 14 
feet, 1 inch; its height was 100 feet and it 
measured 90 feet in the spread of its branches 

On December 21, 1924, Mayor Quinn an- 
nounced that a scion of the Washington elm 
would be planted on the site of the parent tree. 
This new elm, a gift to Cambridge from the 
city of Boston, was planted in 1905 at the 
Arnold Arboretum and is now reported to be 
sturdy. 

The fallen forest hero was cut into fifty 
pieces to be given to Alaska, the District of 
Columbia and each of the forty-eight states 
Farly in December 1924, Governor Alfred E 
Smith received the section assigned to New 
York. 

The mayor of Cambridge proposes to erect a 
suitable memorial on the site of the hoary elm. 
Pupils in the upper grades are to be asked to 
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enter an essay contest on “The Washington 
Elm: Its Significance in History,” and a day 
is to be set aside to be observed as “ Washington 
Elm Day.” 

Governor Smith on December 12, 1923, ap- 
pointed the following committee to arrange for 
participation in this patriotic effort: Dr A. C. 
Flick, State Historian, Albany, N. Y.; Robert 
Olyphant, president, Sons of the Revolution, 
New York City; Colonel Henry W. Sackett, 
president, Sons of the American Revolution, 
New York City; Mrs Charles White Nash, 
regent, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Albany, N. Y. 

Dr Frank P. Graves, President of The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York, has directed 
that the attention of school administrators, 
teachers and pupils be called to Mayor Quinn’s 
courteous invitation and to Governor Smith’s 
cordial acceptance. 

The Washington Elm will seem more real to 
the pupils of New York if attention is called 
to the fact that after being chosen commander 
in chief of the Continental Army on June 15, 
1775, Washington 10 days later crossed the 
Hudson river with Generals Schuyler and Lee 
from Hoboken to Colonel Lispenard’s home 
near Laight and Greenwich streets, New York 
City. The next night, June 26th, was spent 
at Kingsbridge. The New York Provincial 
Congress sent a committee of four to meet 
General Washington. While in New York 
City he found time to write two letters to the 
Continental Congress, and one to the New York 
Provincial Congress in which he expressed the 
hope that American liberty would be established 
shortly “upon the most firm and solid founda- 
tions.” In a fourth letter to General Philip 
Schuyler he urged him to “keep a watchful 
eye upon Governor Tryon” and also upon 
Colonel Guy Johnson, the Tories and the In- 
dians. General Schuyler was also instructed to 
supply the posts on Lake Champlain with pro- 
visions and ammunition. These matters at- 
tended to, General Washington hurried on to 
Cambridge, where he arrived on July 2d, and 
the next day took command of the army. 


——_—————— 


An additional $0000 for the construction of 
the proposed school in Arkville for which 
$20,000 was previously appropriated was ap- 
proved at a meeting of taxpayers on March 


23d. 


Dairymen’s League Offers 
Prizes for Pupils’ Essays 

Any senior high school pupil in Dairymen’s 
League territory may compete for the prizes 
that are offered by G. W. Slocum, president of 
the Dairymen’s League Cooperative Association, 
Inc. The contest will be conducted by the 
Dairymen’s League News. 

The topic assigned is “ How the Dairymen’s 
League Has Helped the Dairy Farmer.” The 
essays are to be at least 1000 words in length 
and are not to exceed 1500 words. They are 
to be written on one side of the sheet only, 
either in ink or typewritten on paper 8% by 
11% inches. They must be signed with a nom 
de plume signature. A sealed envelop con- 
taining the real name of the writer together 
with his nom de plume and his address and the 
name of his school must be attached to each 
essay. 

If several pupils from the same high school 
desire to compete for the prize the principal is 
asked to select the two best essays. These 
two essays are to be forwarded to the Dairy- 
men’s League News, 120 West 42d street, New 
York City, not later than June Ist. Material 
regarding the association will be sent from the 
News office upon request. 

The prizes are $25 for the first, $15 for the 
second and $10 for the third. The pupils 
writing the ten next best essays will be given 
$5 each. Essays will be judged by competent 
judges and will be rated on the following 
merits: information, 60 points; coherence, 20 
points; form and appearance, 20 points. 
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William H. Geer 
Dies in Boston Hospital 


William H. Geer, director of physical educa- 
tion at Harvard University, and former super- 
visor of physical education for the New York 
State Department of Education, died on April 
lst in the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, after being poisoned by carbon 





monoxide gas in his garage at Belmont, Mass. 

He was director of physical education at 
Mount Vernon for 4 years and was connected 
with the State Military Training Commission 
from 1917 to 1919. From July to September 
1919 he was connected with the State Depart- 
ment of Education. He went to Harvard in 
1919. 
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Notes from the Field 


Considerable damage was done by fire in the 
Irving School at Hornell on March 13th. 


A new school building in the village of 
Caneadea was opened on March 9th. It was 
built at a cost of $10,000. 


At a special election on March 18th the voters 
of Ardsley approved the proposition to erect an 
addition to the present high school building. 


School news is attractively and interestingly 
presented by the pupils of the Webster High 
School in their weekly publication, “ The 
Microphone.” 


Taxpayers of Blodgett Mills have decided to 
erect a two-room schoolhouse on a new site. 


The James Fennimore Cooper School in 


Tuckahoe was dedicated on March 20th. 


At an election on March 12th taxpayers of 
Hamburg approved the appropriation of $40,000 
for the equipment of the new high school. 


The issuance of bonds for $20,000 for the 
erection of a new building in District 12, town 
of Vestal, Broome county, was authorized on 
March 28th. 
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